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Grandmal - Dr. Sanchez says
she can't afford to take care of
| me anymore because the state cut
A\ the Medi-Cal rates so low!

College was almost free-
the education was so good the

When I was growing up,
California schools were great!
- best in the country /.
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And this year there
are 42 kids in my class- and
they fired the music teacher,

so no more drum lessons,

And you know my friend Jimmy?
His Mom's Welfare check got cut-
Last night all they had for dinner

Theard aguyonthe TVsay %
this is all because the economy @
is 50 bad. :

Well, Tony, that's just the last
little part of the story.
California’s state budget mess has
been getting worse since your

__mother was a little girl.
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The state built universities,
roads and parks, the cities had

free after-school programs, and
there was help for poor families,

There were solutions that would
have worked fine, but the politicians
| in Sacramento couldn't agree,

A s0 they didn't do anything.

Some people saw this as their
chance to turn California- and the
whole country- in a different
direction.

All taxes are theft!
Government shouldn't do anything

but enforce laws. If people need anything,
, they should make more money and 4

D pay for it themselves.
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P Then, in the 70's, property ‘ ‘
axes started going up so much that [§

peaple really couldn't afford it.

They cooked up a “solution” -
Proposition 13-
and got people fo vote for it.

Prop 13:

*Made huge cuts in property taxes-
for businesses as well as homeowners,

*Made a rule that property taxes
couldn’t go up by more than a tiny
amount per year until the property
was sold,

*Changed the law so no taxes of any
kind could be raised without a 23__

majority. /
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Afcrnin’s infrastructure is a [ The college opportunities |

decaying victim of neglect. We send California used to provide

With less money coming in, the : ‘ _ Ito
schools crashed! - California The state cut back on fixing about one-third of our children to keep shrinking.
is now 47th in the nation in roads, schools, and bridges, schools that are delopd:t;.d, outdated
-student spending. support for colleges, clinics, parks [ _ orovercrowded.
5 . = child protection, help for poor g California has the most congested urban I still can't get into freshman

interstate highways in the nation. ~ /
orts, levees, parks, water treatment £
plants - they all need work." <

English and I'm already a senior!
i—
MOy | =

people, everything.

My sister can't get into CSU at dl-

; ; Hey, we just got another new tox
then, they've been passing new tox credit for creating jobs!
cuts and loopholes- mostly for
businesses and wealthy people.

~..and the best part is,
because of Prop 13, we're paying
only abit more property
taxes than we did in
1980.

[ Graph from california budget Project “Who pays taxes in California?” Spring 2008
i s 7" And the richer you are, the
n b smaller share of your income you |

10.5%

Tts like a roach motel.
Once a tax loophole crawls in;
it never crawls out,

They can pass tax cuts with
just amajority-but it takes a 2/3
vote to raise them again.

\ So the state just goes downhill.

Jim Shultz

2007 Tewes 4 0 parcentoge of 2004 household income:

lowest 20%  Second 20% Middle 20% Fouth 20% e | 5% Next 4%

Nt e Te ts and credits.
bringing in less because peaple didn't want government to R?;ngj rlgnsquff-fe;s
spend more of their incomes on provide any services?

Meanwhile the sales tax is \f Remember those people who Tax breaks for business. ol
Profits.
services- which aren't faxed.

I don't want to
abolish government. I
just want to reduce it 'till it's
A\ small enough fo drownin /

But when people saw
all the problems, why didn't
they raise taxes on companies
and people that could ¢
afford to pay? -~ 4

In the lost 30 years, "
maney has flowed uphill
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They told people that no more
taxes were needed- the government
Was just spending the money wrong,

/ Of course most peaple don't buy
all this, and most legislators didn't
sign the pledge- but remember, in
California, you need a 2/3 majority

to raise taxes or pass a budget.
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And now that state income is
down because of the recession,
they want to cut programs even

more- but that would make

the recession worse!

Remember what I always fell
you Tony: When the people lead,
the leaders will follow!

1 can hardly find any
wastetocut. 4

, 7 have fo take the money out
\_of schools, health care, road

Grandma, .
this is terrible! What can we do?

In the last few years Grover
Norquist has been getting
politicians to sign a pledge that
they won't raise any taxes on
anybody for any reason.

There are plenty of good ideas:

* End the 2/3 rule so a simple
majority vote could raise taxes
or pass a budget.

* Raise income taxes on people
making more than $150,000
year,

* Broaden the sales tax to apply
to some services.

* Take away tax loopholes that
aren't benefiting the state.

* Amend Prop. 13 to apply only to

residences.

* Make sure California gets all

the federal funds it can-

and uses them wisely.

Besides her memories, Grandma
got details from the following
sources. Check them out to learn
more:

California Budget Project,
http://wiw.cbp.org

California League of Women Voters,
ity /calwvarg
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